Lace Market & Sneinton

An alternative circular route to the East of the city Centre.

From the Market Square, follow the tram line past the Council House (there is another Wetherspoons, The Joseph Else, at the Market Square tram stop. As always there is a good choice of real ales in here). On the way up Victoria Street you will find the Major Oak. * This has a good choice of up to 6 real ales at reasonable prices and very well kept. Further up the street (both pubs open/front Pelham St so can be accessed from either road) you will find the Pit & Pendulum * now gradually improving the choice of ale. It will be good to embrace your inner Goth in here.

At the top of either street, follow the tram line around onto Fletcher Gate and you will find the Cross Keys on the right after around 200yards. Plenty of beer choice in here. A LocAle pub. *

Cross from here to the Contempory, the Nottingham Arts Centre. In here you will find real ale, including LocAle. And if you like to look at art……… *

Continue along Weekday Cross towards St Mary’s church and the Cock & Hoop pub is on the left. A few beers including a LocAle are available. Visit, if open, the downstairs cellar room, you won’t be disappointed. *

Turn left and left again into St Mary’s Gate in front of the Church to find the Castle Rock owned Kean’s Head. A single room pub that serves excellent food, but also a quiet choice for some good real ales. A LocAle pub.

Continue along St Mary’s Gate, turn right at the end and you will come to the Old Angel. Traditionally, and still, a famous rock venue, 3 or 4 real ales, including a LocAle are available. The antithesis of the Kean’s Head for sound, especially in the evening.

Turn right to bring you into the Hockley area. Straight across Carlton Street brings you into Broad Street. About fifty yards down on the right is the Broadway Cinema complex. The downstairs cafe bar, open to non-cinemagoers, serves three real ales, at least one of which is from Castle Rock. An interesting range of food is served. A LocAle beer pub. The Lord Roberts opposite also has real ale. Though very friendly and welcoming, homophobes may not like it, others should give it a try.

Return to Carlton Street and turn left down Hockley to pass over a main road and then reach Lower Parliament Street. About 10 yards before Lower Parliament Street set back on the right is Bunkers Hill. A fair selection of cask ales are normally on offer including a LocAle beer. 

From Bunkers Hill cross the main road (Lower Parliament Street) and proceed onto the new Sneinton Market Square, completed December 2011, passing along the right hand side and then over the pedestrian crossing. Turn right, then left at the traffic lights onto Carlton Road. You will find the recently re-opened Moot a short distance along. Here you will find up to 5 real ales and as many real ciders, something of a rarity in the city but something we are hoping to improve upon.

[For a change and if you are feeling energetic, cross the road (slightly to the right) and walk up Walker Street. Turn left on Windmill Lane – yes there is a working windmill off there – and try the Queen Adelaide. New owners are trying to get the real ale back on track so it should be worth a visit. To return, either retrace your steps then turn left or walk down Windmill Lane and turn right.* ]

Cross the road and turn right. You will see the Lamp, an Oakwell pub, serving Mild and Barnsley bitter, unfortunately on cask breather. Just round the next corner (left) is The King William IV (King Billy), a wonderful example of how to ‘restore’ an old pub, with a choice of about 8 beers from micro breweries. Only re-opened in late 2007. Well worth coming out here for.

Head back to pass the Ice Arena. On its left is The Castle which offers the drinker three beers from micro-brewers.

Turn right, turn right and cross the main road. Turn left, follow the road and you get to Canal Street where 200 yards further on the right is the News House, another Castle Rock house with an excellent range of ale. A LocAle beer pub. *

The railway station is now just a couple of hundred yards away for your return journey.

