Canning Circus.

Around 200 yards uphill from the Gatehouse, at the top of Maid Marians Way:

Turn Right out of the Gatehouse and cross two roads on the roundabout to proceed uphill on Derby Road. After around 150 yards is the Hand & Heart on the left. The rear of the pub is set directly into sandstone and forms a secluded dining area. Up to 8 ales from local and breweries further afield. Food available. *

Next door is the Hawkesley. Up to 6 ales are available and a screen shows major sporting events. A LocAle pub. Food available.

On the same side of the road at the top of the hill opposite Canning Circus is the Ropewalk. Again around 6 ales, some unusual, are available, along with a very generous CAMRA discount *. Food available. Can get very busy with a young crowd in the evenings.

Cross the road – use the crossing! – is the Sir John Borlase Warren. An Everards’ pub, guests are available. You must investigate the rear garden area, including the raised area – not to be missed and so secluded. Food available.

Next door, almost, is the Falcon, which has undergone a few changes recently so please visit, but I cannot accurately state what beer will be available.

To leave the best until last, cross Alfreton Road at the junction to the Running Horse. This is aiming to return to the once great musical heights it was once famous for. Now having some varied beer choice it is slowly getting there.

Just along Alfreton Road, and a short way down the Portland Road is, aptly, the Portland. A Greene King pub, it does however have the odd guest.

For the final port of call, the recently opened (June 2011) Organ Grinder is a few yards along Alfreton Road opposite the Running Horse. A first for the Blue Monkey brewery it showcases their beer and many other, some unusual, microbreweries. I suggest you leave it until last as you may not want to leave.

If capable by now, then walk, or catch any bus across the road to return to the city Centre. NCT Turquoise line buses will pass the Broadmarsh Centre for the railway station.

Enjoy.

