Huge Variety of Beer to be found in Nottingham....

...No, I’m not talking about the recent Beer Festival. In what has now become an annual tradition, three weeks before the Nottingham Robin Hood Beer and Cider Festival, the annual Nottingham Beer and Cider Census took place.

First of all, I would like to thank the volunteers who gave up their time, not only to partake in a pub crawl, but also for noting down the beers and ciders available at the time of their visit. Without their

help, I would not have been able to put together these statistics.

Some of the information gleaned from them is invaluable, not only to Nottingham CAMRA, but many of the pubs themselves, I would imagine.

In total, 639 beers were on sale in the 136 pubs visited. This is much more than last year, proving that real ale really is a growing market.

So, just how much choice was there? Well, I can reveal that a total of 251 different beers were on sale at some point during 23rd September 2011. Now that is some choice (not as much as the

beer festival, admittedly, but plenty nonetheless). The figure even beats the number of beers available in Sheffield’s 2010 beer census (240). At the time of going to press, no information had been found regarding a 2011 Sheffield Beer Census.

Again, the selection of local beers continues to impress. 59 different ‘LocAle’ beers were available in Nottingham’s pubs, 10% up on last year. In fact, 95 of the 136 pubs surveyed had at least one LocAle

on sale, meaning a 70% of the pubs surveyed sold a local beer, up from 60% last year. However, one of our local beers did dominate, but no prizes for guessing which one. The most common LocAle was

Castle Rock Harvest Pale, available in 49 of the 136 pubs surveyed, easily being the most seen beer of the day.

Again, there was an increase in the average cost of a pint of real ale since last year (from £2.56 to £2.71 per pint), although this is only marginally above inflation.

The price of real cider has also risen by the same percentage, however we still have some concerns over the high price being charged for real cider in some pubs. While understanding pricing by ABV to help encourage sensible drinking, we have witnessed some ciders being sold at a much higher price to beers with a similar ABV.

Although the first figure of pubs serving real cider has fallen compared to last year, much of this is explained by pubs serving ‘fruit’, ‘spiced’ and other variously flavoured ‘ciders’ which are not

real ciders by both CAMRA definiton and HMRC legislation, the latter defining them as ‘Made Wines’ or as you most probably know them, ‘alco-pops’. Clearly such none-real ‘ciders’ are not counted in

our census. We wonder if other CAMRA branches that claim many pubs serving ciders are including such fake ‘ciders’ in their census results? Just because it is still and in a brown plastic barrel or Bagin-

Box, does not mean it is ‘real’...

The really great news is the increase in the number and range of different real ciders and real perries available, along with double the number of different cider-makers seen - a increase of over

100% if you prefer percentages! This means the cider drinker has much more choice on a night out in Nottingham, instead of finding exactly the same “usual suspects” in pub after pub.

So a huge “Well done” to the pubs, landlords and managers who have started to explore the number of true real ciders and parries that are out there. Remember that any pub wanting to discuss their

choice of real cider and perry, or to get some help in sifting through the producers and spotting the ‘fakes’, is more than welcome to contact Nottingham CAMRA for some free help and advice.
2011 Beer Census Analysis

(2010 figures in brackets)

· Number of pubs serving real ale: 136 (111)
· Number of pubs serving at least one Locale: 95 (67)
· Total number of beers available (ie different casks): 639 (494)
· Total number of Locales available: 210 (139)
· Total number of different beers available: 251 (228)
· Total number of different Locales available: 59 (54)
· Total number of different breweries seen: 112 (93)
· Average Price per pint: £2.71 (£2.56) – a 6% increase.

· Average ABV: 4.2% (4.2%)
· Pub with most beers: Crown, with 20 different real ales.

 (Crown, with 14 different real ales)
· Most common beer: Castle Rock Harvest Pale, available in 49 different pubs. 

(Castle Rock Harvest Pale, available in 28 different pubs).
· Most common brewery (by pub): Castle Rock, available in 51 different pubs.

 (Castle Rock, available in 32 different pubs)
· Most common brewery (by casks): Castle Rock, seen 93 times.

 (Greene King, seen 63 times)
· Most Expensive Beer:  £3.40 for:

1. Greene King Sun Dance 4.1% in the Riverbank.

2. Purity UBU 4.5%/ Sharps Doom Bar 4.0% in All Bar One.

(£3.50 for Oakham Attila 7.5% in the Cross Keys)
· Most Expensive Beer under 5% ABV: as above.

 (£3.20 for Greene King IPA in Sinatra’s)
Cider / Perry

· Number of pubs serving real cider: 26 (33)
· Total number of ciders/perries available (ie different casks): 70 (56)
· Total number of different ciders/perries available: 34 (19)
· Total number of different cider makers available: 17 (8)
· Average Price per pint: £3.22 (£3.04) – a 6% increase.

· Average ABV: 6.1% (6.2%)

· Pub with most ciders: (Crown, with 7 different real ciders/perries.)

(Bodega Social, with 7 different real ciders/perries.)

· Most common cider: Westons Old Rosie, available in 14 different pubs.

(Westons Old Rosie, available in 14 different pubs.)

· Most common cider maker (by pub): Westons, available in 23 different pubs.

(Westons, available in 30 different pubs.)

· Most common cider maker (by casks): Westons, seen 37 times.

(Westons, seen 42 times.)

· Most Expensive Cider:  £3.90 in the Bread & Bitter.

(£3.70 in both the Hand & Heart and Bodega Social.)

