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27 March 2003

Mr Robert Harper
26 Ashfiald Road
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Notungham
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Cur ref - IND/HARPOLOD4 /O10T02EE7F
Dear Mr Harper

Thank yout for sontacting me about beer taxation and its impacs on pubs. | enclose for your information
arecent letter | have received fram tha Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury on this 1ssue,

Lol pubs in Nottingham East are very close 0 my heart and | rscognise the valuahle contribution the
rub industry makes to employment, the life of local communities and to the economy. I'm alsc aware of
the pressunes that pubs face with increasing costs and the impact of legislation, though other factors,
inciuding shifting tastes ard consumer preferences arc alse aTeoling tho denand for beot and the puz
miurkel s continuously changing.

Recent tax changes should be saen alongside action on the economy that will benefit all businesses,
including pubs. Fubs will be able to benefit from a range of measures to support small businesses ard
many small local brewernies already benefil lrom a lower rate of aleoha duty because of the srmalt
Ereweny relief introduced in 2002, The tax cnanges alzo mean that househasids have on average an
ent-a £20 a month to spend - ovear £12 Billion for the wider economy - supparting spending and
sonsuraptizn furthar. This wil help 10 protect hundreds of thousands of johs and businesaes, including
those in the pub industry. Please be assured that | will continuwe to support these and athor measures
that help the busineswes and the pecple who matke the Brtish pueb such an imperant part of cur
natiznat life.

With regard to kary Day Motion 10, | have a great deai of sympathy with the five demands in this EJM.
bt afler cureful thoughl, | have gecided nol woosign il My resrsons ane @s Tolows

I de baliave that tax sheuld ba increasad less for pube and mgre for suparmarkets, but | do not balieve
thare ghould e no increase, [ am happy, of course, with the i0es of better enforcement of existing
lawws, but would ol The 10 rule oul new [Gws i Ehey Sesrm necessary. | am very apoy 1o suspor
Stopping the irresacnsisle promation of aleehol, as described inthe EDM. | am happy that peopls
shouic be alkwwed the freedom to choose but | do think that this must be within a framewark that stope
the iresoansible behaviour previously mentioned. | certanly do support pubs but | would |ike to add
that | think the dechne is due o a number of factors, wilh prices being o fairly small consideration,

| hapa this explains my thoughts on this. Thanks again for taking the time ta get in touch.
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i John Heppeli MP
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